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ON THE LIST 
Fixing America’s Failing Organ Transplant System 

BY STEVE FARBER AND HARLAN ABRAHAMS 

 
Framed by the harrowing story of two patients on the waiting list for a kidney transplant, this compelling narrative 

explores the problems with America’s transplant policies and offers solutions for a flawed system 
 

Two families came together in the waiting room of a Denver hospital on May 11, 2004; to await 
kidney transplants for loved ones. In the first operation, Gregg Farber, 32, a real estate executive, 
donated a kidney to his father, Steve, a 60-year-old Denver lawyer and power broker. In the second, 
Guatemalan refugee and landscaper Ernesto Delaroca, also 32, donated a kidney to his sister 
Sandra, 19, a restaurant worker.  
 
The stories of how the Farber and Delaroca families made their separate journeys to the operating 
room offers insight into the hazards and inequities of a cobbled-together system that each year 
leaves more than 102,000 gravely ill Americans on the waiting list for a life-saving transplant. 
 
Steve Farber’s experience inspired him to write On the List with Harlan Abrahams. They examine 
the ethical, legal, political, and economic debates over organ transplant policies, expose the gray 

market for transplants in Third World countries, and propose solutions to one of the world’s most pressing health issues. An 
informative and inspiring guide to those who face transplant operations, the book is also a call to reform a system that is truly, 
and fatally, flawed.  

Advanced Praise: 
 

“A harrowing journey through the transplant maze that brings to light the desperate shortage of organs in America and 
the urgent need for major organ transplant reform in our country.” — Barbara Davis, Chairman Children’s Diabetes 

Foundation 
 

“A bare-knuckled look at a disturbing healthcare reality and what needs to be done about it. “ 
—Edward A. Dauer Dean Emeritus and Professor Emeritus of Law, University of Denver 

 

STEVE FARBER is a founding partner of Brownstein, Hyatt, Farber & Schreck, a law firm with offices nationwide, where he has 
represented the Denver Broncos and Denver Nuggets. He has served as commissioner of the Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education, co-chair of the Host Committee for the 2008 Democratic National Convention, and member of the board of directors 
for the University of Colorado Hospital Foundation. He also founded the American Transplant Foundation, which seeks to 
eliminate the shortage of human transplant organs in the United States. He lives in Denver, Colorado. 
HARLAN ABRAHAMS is a lawyer, writer, and educator. Formerly a tenured professor of constitutional and administrative law, 
he is a frequent lecturer on public policy. He lives in Denver, Colorado. 
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