Amiracle
After being born, it took less than 24 hours of being home
for Amiracle to be rushed to the hospital and her family to
receive the shocking news that she would need a heart
transplant.
She received the heart transplant that saved her life and
they gave her a name that was a perfect representation of
what she is: Amiracle.
Support from the American Transplant Foundation made it
possible for Amiracle’s family to afford her post-transplant
care, but an extra gift through Tree of Life would allow
Amiracle and her family to have a special Christmas.

Justin
Justin is six years old and is diagnosed with Stevens Johnsons Syndrome, a rare condition that resulted in
damage to his lungs and a need for a double lung
transplant.
After his surgery, Justin was also diagnosed with cancer.
Fortunately, he is now cancer free but the family has
experienced significant financial setbacks.
His mother doesn’t think she will be able to provide him with
any gifts this year due to the exhaustion of finances to meet
his basic needs. His mother is hopeful that with a small gift
she can provide him with something that will keep his joy
alive on Christmas day.

kristen
This spring, after spending half of her life waiting, Kristen
got a new liver.
Kristin is a single mother who is now in an exciting new
stage of life: where she doesn’t have to worry when the
next trip to the ER will be, and all the results of a failing
liver.
Support from the Tree of Life program will allow Kristen to
provide gifts for her son and enjoy her first Christmas with
her new liver and newfound health.

cHARLIE
Charlie is a special education teacher in New Jersey.
Charlie had been suffering from heart failure and this
April he joined the list for a heart and liver transplant. He
spent a lot of time in and out of the ICU. Fortunately,
Charlie received his transplant in June.
Although he was able to return home he had to retire
from his career in teaching. His wife also took a leave of
absence to be his caretaker. The whole process put an
enormous emotional and financial strain on the family.
This is a great chance to give back to someone who has
given back to the community for years.

Blanca
“For Blanca, family always comes first.”
When Blanca’s daughter was diagnosed with kidney
disease, she immediately signed up to be a living donor.
She would end up getting a kidney from a deceased
donor before Blanca finished the evaluation. Thirteen
years later, when her daughter needed a new kidney, she
signed up again. Blanca and her family worked together
to make it work despite financial concerns. Bianca and
her daughter are still on the long road to recovery.
They are working to pay the medical expenses incurred
during the donation and post-transplant period and
could use a breather to allow them to celebrate what
they love most: each other.

Edwin
Edwin received a new liver through transplantion, and this
high school teacher and football coach could use a helping
hand this holiday season. Shortly after he coached his team
to the state championship, Edwin endured transplant
surgery and was on the road to recovery.
"Being a transplant recipient has truly been a blessing to my
life and my family, I’m forever grateful."
It has been a struggle for Edwin to go back to work both
financially and emotionally and a financial gift would be
very much appreciated.

Kristin
Kristen has “gone through it all,” and yet she has came out
on top! Through her struggle with diabetes and later kidney
failure over the years, she ended up needing both a
pancreas and kidney transplant.
"It’s hard physically and financially to have just a kidney
transplant, but with me receiving a kidney and a pancreas
transplant it has been more difficult. I’m thankful for
organizations like American Transplant Foundation".
Her family, as she says, has been her rock through the entire
process. What she would love more than anything is the
opportunity to give back to the family that has given her so
much!

Nicholas, 24
Family matters. Sometimes family may have to make the
ultimate decision that can save the life of a family
member. This was the case for Nicholas. In 2003,
Nicholas’s mother donated a kidney to him, then in 2021,
his sister did the same.
"This holiday season I really want to get them both
something very special to show how much they mean to
me." - Nicholas
With your help we can help Nicholas give back to his
mother and sister for the ultimate act of love they
showed.

Jake
Jake is a recent liver transplant recipient who could use a
hand this holiday season. Despite having to sell his farm
and losing many of his friends and family, he is grateful
for his second chance at life.
"Holiday money would mean the world to me to cover my
expenses to go home and make sure my son has a good
Christmas."
With your help, Jake can help his family have a wonderful
holiday season!

YVANa
Living and financing your 20s is a tough feat to conquer
for everyone; we all know that. What is more important is
how you respond to the struggle of the situations you are
faced with. Yvana Evina-Ze is a transplant recipient who
knows the journey and determination it takes!
Simple acts of kindness come through in many ways.
With the situation that Yvana is facing, and the courage
that she is showing during the journey, providing support
for her this holiday season could make all the difference!

JD
A success story starts with hardship. James Donald (JD)
Maher needed a transplant at a young age. The need
wasn’t apparent until it was and he was transplanted
before he even had time to process it. Today, JD is
achieving a Master's Degree at Indiana University.
As a graduate student, money can be very tight. If willing,
adopting JD through our Tree of Life this holiday season
could be just what this graduate student needs as winter
approaches!

The Andrade Family
Guadalupe is a recent transplant recipient who also has
two family members currently suffering from chronic kidney
disease who need our help! After receiving a transplant in
the Summer of 2022, Andrade and his family have been
struggling but that hasn't hindered his optimistic spirit.
"Me and my dad would really like to be able to give my mom
and sister a couple home cooked meals and my nephews,
maybe a couple of clothes and gifts."
With your help, we can support the Andrade family in our
Tree of Life!

the marzzarella family
“"Dan is the most selfless person I have ever met, he is my
husband, my living donor and my HERO!”
In February of 2022, Daniel donated a liver to his wife
Jennifer. Spousal living donor matchers are rare. Dan and
Jennifer met in 1996 and spent the last 26 years by each
others side. He was working sixty hours a week to cover
the medical costs while Jennifer was unable to work and
lost seventy pounds prior to the medical testing to see if
was a match for Jennifer.
Through your support we can help give back to Dan for
his act of heroism.

Kenny

“Kenny is a remarkably resilient individual having coped
with cystic fibrosis all his life and navigated significant
traumas as a youth.“
Kenny is seventeen years old and has cystic fibrosis. He
received his lung transplant in August. Kenny’s family has
experienced ongoing financial hurdles in an effort to
keep him healthy pre- and post-transplant. His guardian
left work in order to protect him from being exposed to
Covid-19 and their savings were depleted. At posttransplant discharge, Kenny shared that he is “looking
forward to learning how to live.”
Your support can help Kenny and his family enjoy his first
healthy holiday season .

RITA
“Every single day I try to talk to strangers about becoming
an organ donor or about my own story of donating."
Rita showed the ultimate act of kindness by becoming a
donor. Since the time of her donation, life has changed
drastically for Rita and she could use a little support. What
sets Rita apart from her peers is her positivity and the
radiant personality that she carries with her. She likes to
share her donation story for positive influence that is more
than inspirational!

lAZARA
After 32 years, Lazara is in need of a new kidney transplant.
She is currently on dialysis and the kidney transplant list. Like
most, the medical bills have put a financial strain on her
family.
“This year a weight would be lifted if I could buy some gifts
without running up our debt even further.”
Lazara could use a helping hand this holiday season.

Elizabeth
After wanting to change her life following struggling with
alcoholism, Emily did just that. Unfortunately, her disease
sparked a new disease: liver cirrhosis. She was in need of a
new liver and kidney. In March of 2022, she received her
transplant.
“I would love some help during this special holiday seeing
how it’ll be the first holiday with my new organs and my new
life of sobriety.”
She is recovering well and is still sober. Elizabeth is no longer
able to work as a home health aide and could use a helping
hand this holiday season.

Anthony
Anthony was healthy his entire life, until he wasn’t.
Unfortunately, he has still not returned home from the ICU
after his heart transplant 3 years ago.
Even at this time, doctors have informed his wife His wife
Georgette that there will be a need for another transplant.
This time, a kidney will be needed.
Georgette has her own search going on: for a new job. This
family is in need of support. With your help, American
Transplant Foundation can give them some extra financial
backing through our Tree of Life initiative!

Kevin
Kevin received his liver transplant in August of 2018. He has
not been able to return to work yet. Kevin and his wife Joann
look forward to enjoying the holiday season with their
grandchildren this year.
"He is fortunate enough to celebrate the holidays with us this
year due to someone's selflessness."
With only Joann working and keeping up with Kevin's
appointments and physical therapy, they could really use a
little help this year to assist with bills and to enjoy the
holidays.

Iliana
Iliana is fourteen years old and has been waiting for a heart
and lung transplant for approximately one year. She is
known for her kindness and the intention that she shows in
her relationships and is a joy to work with.
She looks forward to being able to participate in gymnastics
and soccer one day post-transplant. She is the youngest of
four children.
Her mother works full time at Taco Bell while also
maintaining Illiana’s care and frequent trips to St. Louis
children's hospital. With a large family and limited income,
Iliana’s family would benefit greatly from a holiday gift.

